
TEXT TO BE KEPT IN THE NEGOTIATION TEXT 
AND FURTHER AMENDMENT ON CULTURE (AT 30 MAY 2012)  

 
Cities dedicated paragraphs in Section V Framework for Action and Follow up. Part 
A: 

The text acknowledges: 

• That if planned and developed soundly cities can promote economically productive, 
socially cohesive, and environmentally sustainable societies. 

• The importance of increasing the number of metropolitan regions cities and towns 
implementing sustainability policies. 

• The role of municipal government in the definition of sustainable policies as well as 
the importance of partnerships among cities. . 

• The reaffirmed role of UN-Habitat and the need to mobilize resources for capacity 
building of sustainable cities is in the text. 

• The need for a holistic approach to urban development and human settlements   

Chapter I Common Vision (Section C) 

• Important references are also made to local and sub-national levels of governance 
when talking about involvement of Major Groups emphasizing the key role of all 
levels of government. 

• refers to political participation at all levels and to the importance of planning. 

Chapter IV Institutional Framework for sustainable development 

• recognizes that effective governance al local sub-national, national, regional and 
global levels is critical for advancing sustainable development. 

• Emphasizes the importance of planning at all levels with explicit mention of sub-
national and local levels and stressing the need of  sharing information and data at 
regional, national, sub-nation and local level. 

Chapter V Framework for Action and Follow up 

• Universal service provision and in particular access to water and sustainable mobility 
are strongly acknowledged in the text. 

Chapter VI Means of Implementation 

• Section A recognizes the importance of creating financial mechanisms also accessible 
to sub-national and local authorities  

 

Delegations have informed UCLG that the main tasks of member states will be now to limit 
the length of the text by not including new text. Negotiators will therefore focus on the 
parts that they want to delete or maintain. 

Nevertheless, as culture is not properly recognized as important pillar of sustainable 
development, we would like to include the concept of cultural diversity as follows: 

SDG 5. We also recognize that the goals should address and be focused on priority areas for 
the achievement of sustainable development including, inter alia, energy, water, food 
security, oceans and sustainable consumption and production as well as cross-cutting issues 
like equity and social inclusion, rule of law and good governance, [cultural diversity,] gender 
equality and women’s empowerment.  
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